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IDENTIFICATION 

“Jewel” finial 1-5  

Crown jewel, hinged clip 1-4  

Cloisonné art:  Vernissage 

Two-tone nib:   
4.8mm 4-prong Jewel, double ring 1:  Parthenon 10 Line 
4.7mm 6-prong Jewel, double ring 2:  1991 Finesse 20 Line, En Vogue 30 Line 
4.3mm 4-prong Jewel, double ring 3:  1992 Finesse 20 Line 

Gold nib:  

3.7mm 4-prong Jewel, single ring 4: Intermediate 30-50 Line, Dragon, Cigar 

Crown jewel, clip attached to top, 1.0mm 4-prong Jewel 5:  Economy  
Platinum / Titan:  Royale 
Lacquer variegated:  Late Caprice (from 1998) 
Steel / matte epoxy:  Late Dynamic (from 1998) 

Logo on finial, hinged clip, not floating, large “élysée” at end of clip, flat nib 6:  90 Line 

Flat finial (no Jewel), flat nib:  70 Line (not pictured) 

Spherical finial, flat nib 7-8  
Clip hinged through side and out top 7:  80 Line 
Clip attached at top 8:  50/60 Line, Early Caprice/Dynamic (through 1997) 

Push-button:  Streamline 50 Line (not pictured) 

 

CLIPS:                1991         Floating        Economy 90 Line      80 Line 40/50/60 
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HISTORY 
My thanks to Dr. Dirk Barmeyer of Pforzheim, Germany, for his help with this Chapter. 

December 19, 1925:  Goldsmith and pencil-maker Paul Dummert founded R. Dummert Co. in Pforzheim, Germany.  
(There is some doubt about this date; according to company historian Dirk Barmeyer, the first actual evidence of the 
company dates to 1929.)  The Pforzheim region had become known for jewelry and watch-making, after the first 
jewelry factory was established in 1767 and the first technical college for jewelry design was opened in 1768.  
Pforzheim gained the nickname "Goldstadt." 

The company sold “pocket articles” such as jewelry, writing instruments, lighters, pill and powder boxes, cigarette 
and cigar tips, and pocket knives made in silver and gold.  Their creations were sold through jewelry shops.   

In 1929, Paul Dummert, Goldarbeiter, at Gabelsberger Strae 50, was listed in the Pforzheim directory. 

In 1930, the Crayonsfabrik Dummert at Holzgartenstrae 30 was listed. 

By the early 1940s, Dummert had 60 employees.   

February 23, 1945:  After suffering a gold shortage under the Nazis, the company was totally destroyed, together 
with most of the city of Pforzheim, by bombing. 

July, 1950:  A patent application for a multicolored mechanical pencil was filed.  The pencil factory was moved to 

Kallhardstrae 50 around that time. 

1952:  Paul Dummert’s son, Reinhold, began the reconstruction of the company.  The Reinhold Dummert company 
was not entered into the commercial register at that time.  They continued to produce pocket articles.  
Unfortunately, it never reached the success that it had before the Second World War. 

1970:  As the global economy slipped into recession, Reinhold Dummert sold the company to watchmakers Heinz 
Benzinger and Wolfgang Klein.  They abandoned the production of jewelry and pocket articles to focus on writing 
instruments with plated finishes, primarily selling to international firms that sold under their own brands (including 
Reform).  However, “dummert” branded pens were also sold.  (The name “dummert” appeared on the clip.)  

The brand initially was a thin ballpoint pen (60 Line Mini) with cap instead of a retracting mechanism, with a clip or 
ring.  They also produced the flat-top 70-Line.  [Ref: Handelsregister Pforzheim HRB 2952] 

Nibs and regulators, and sometimes also pencil mechanisms and bodies, were sourced 
from Mutschler Schreib und Zeichengerate GmbH, aka Reform, in Heidelberg (formed 
by the merger of Philipp Mutschler and Nieder-Ramstadt.   
[Ref: R. Dummert GmbH & Co. KG:  Writing Instruments.  1982] 

Later, they also sourced parts from Degussa and Rupp nib factories [Ref: Thomas Neureither], 
a relationship which continued throughout the élysée era. 

On April 1, 1974, the Reinhold Dummert OHG existed; but it wasn’t entered in the 

commercial register until 1977.  In this period, offices were located at Güterstrae 48. 

1975:  A lower-cost lacquered instrument line was developed for the first time, an innovation that marked a change 
in the writing market and encouraged the company to create its own brand, “dummert.”  These predecessors to the 
60-Line and 70-Line were later metal-plated as well.  

1977:  On September 16, 1977, the transfer of the company from Reinhold Dummert to Heinz Benzinger and 
Wolfgang Klein was finally entered in the commercial register.  [Ref: Handelregister Pforzheim HRA 2590] 

1979:  The Reinhold Dummer GmbH & Co. KG was formed.  90% of the production was exported, with a focus on 
Italy.  [Ref: Akte IHK, Wirtschaftsarchiv Baden-Wiirttemberg A 11 Bu 2503] 

1980:  The brand "élysée" was registered (despite the prior registration of “Élysée” by the Pforzheim-based watch-
maker owned by jewelry-maker Harer).  As the story goes, Benzinger and Klein spent a weekend in Paris to think 
about the company’s future.  Having focused on producing pens for other brands, they decided it was time to have 
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their own brand; the name was decided while sitting in a café on the Champs-Élysées.  The name was world-famous, 
and is spelled and pronounced the same in any language.  [Ref: Lambrou, Andreas. Fountain Pens of the World. 1995] 

1981:  The 80-Line with a spring-loaded clip was introduced.  Also, the letter opener and lighter were introduced. 

October, 1981:  Amidst a global recession, the firm R. Dummert officially presented the "élysée" brand at the 
Frankfurt Book Fair.  That year, the product line included the 60 Mini, 70, and 80 Lines.  At that time, the logo 
(derived from “D” for Dummert) was introduced; it persisted unchanged through the end of 
the brand.  Initially, while supplies lasted, some pens still carried the dummert-branded nibs.  

1983:  Introduced the standard-size (not Mini) 60-Line, initially with the epoxy Dynamic. 

1981-1989:  In parallel to its own brand, élysée made pens for other brands such as Aigner and Montblanc. 

1986:  The company had offices at Ispringer Strae 1. 

1988:  Introduced 90 Line (the first Jewel, angled).  Introduced the Globetrotter and the Streamline push-button 
ballpoint. 
Developed a simplified stamped finial and packaging for lower price point in the US market 
(distributed through American Trading & Production, “ATAPCO”).  

1989:  Staedtler Mars GmbH & Co. KG took over distribution in Germany. 

March 18, 1991:  The company was renamed Élysée Schreibgeräte GmbH. 

April 1, 1991:  Amidst another global economic recession, Staedtler Noris GmbH, 
Nuremburg, took over 100% of the company for a price of 3 million DM.  Management moved from Pforzheim to 
Nuremberg in late 1991.  [Ref: Handelsregister Pforzheim HRB 2952] 

1991:  Introduced Premium body Lines, including the flagship Parthenon Bi-color with the first floating clip, and 
solitaire clasps as in jewelry. 

1992:  Reinhold Dummer GmbH & Co. KG was dissolved. 

1992:  Introduced floating clip on the rest of the Premium Lines.  Introduced the Premium-body Finesse and the 
Intermediate-body lines.  The black and gold clamshell box was replaced with the gray and gold clamshell. 

1992:  Introduced Edition 1, first of the cloisonné art series, marking the beginning of artists’ decoration of pens.  
Introduced the Premium-body Laque Fine Line, and the Intermediate body Laque Leather and Laque Color. 

1993:  By this time, élysée had taken over additional space at Ispringer 

Strae 1-3.  

1994:  Introduced Edition 2 and Impression 1, and the “Vernisage” 
nomenclature for the art pens. 

1995:  The company was listed at Freiburger Strae 7.p 

1995:  Introduced the Economy body series Caprice and Dynamic, 
replacing the last of the Dummert bodies, the 60 Line.  By this time, Staedtler élysée had developed an excellent 
network of independent distributors internationally, including China (smuggled in cigar tubes with “push money” 
paid at the border) – often sold in tobacco stores. 

1997:  Introduced the Intermediate body Lyric and Concorde, and the Economy body Royale. 

1998:  Introduced Dragon.  By this time, Premium-body Jewel prongs no longer extended onto cap.  A weak global 
economy affected sales, especially of premium brands and models. 

1999:  In June, introduced Scripta, the last new model. 

June 30, 2000:  élysée did not follow the lead of other marques in establishing booths within department stores (as 
cosmetics companies do); and as a result, the brand was not as well-known as its competitors.  With a falling stock 
market and evidence of the pending dot-com bubble bursting, production ceased and élysée disappeared as a 
brand.  The “lifetime” élysée warranty ceased at the end of 2002. 
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MODELS AND TIMELINE 
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OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS 

 

(As I learn more, this list seems to grow instead of shrink!) 

• Which models had the élysée logo before “élysée” appeared on the cap band? 
• Dates that 70-Line Green, Barley Silver, Barley Gold, Silver Sleeve were offered? 
• Markings that distinguish the 70-Line Classique Gold Sleeve from the Goldplated. 
• Markings that distinguish the 60-Line Barleycorn Platinum from the Silver. 
• Dates the 60-Line Corona Gold Art Nouveau were offered? 
• Dates that 60-Line Caprice Turquoise, Green, Pink were offered? 
• Why do some dummert Globetrotters have the word “International” on the cap? 
• Origins of Intermediate Damascene Globetrotter with “24 KARAT” in smaller font? 
• Origins of bejeweled 80-Line Rolled Gold? 
• Was the 1991 early Parthenon Laque Classique ever made with lacquer on the clip? 
• Was the Christmas pen platinum or white gold trim?  Nib? 
• Dates that Cigar pen was offered? 
• Dates that Illusion was offered? 
• Origins of Finesse “Copper”?  Is that rose gold, bronze, copper?  Was it ever offered for sale? 
• When did the 4 prongs on 4.8mm (Parthenon) Jewel finial stop extending onto the body of the cap (96-1Q98)? 
• What marques did élysée manufacture for? 
• Was 1999 the last catalog?  Which models were continued all the way through closing in 2001? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NOTE TO READERS 

Models marked with a green box M are in my collection.   
I’m interested in buying any models which lack a green box M. 

If you’re looking for an élysée pen, or would like help identifying 
or pricing one you have, contact me. 

élysée collectors, please email me; I’d like to know you. 

And if you need nibs/sections, I have a small inventory of 
spares, as well as some other parts. 

Dean Meyer <Dean@ndma.com> 
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MAJOR CATEGORIES 

 

❖ Premium body (Staedtler era, 1990s) 

❖ Intermediate body (Staedtler era, 1990s) 

❖ Economy body (Staedtler era, 1990s) 

❖ Flat Nib (dummert era, 1980s) 

❖ dummert (pre élysée) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE ADVANTAGES OF HAVING A COLLECTION 

“I met with legislators today, 
so I couldn’t wear anything red or blue. 

I went with the Laque Brown to be safe!” 

Martin Fisher 
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PREMIUM BODY (00/10/20 Line) 

(1991-2000) 

All-brass body, 18k gold-plated trim (except as noted).  Cap-ring stamped "élysée GERMANY 18k GOLD PLATED".  
141mm long. 

 

Section Rings 

Double ring (bottom of section curves out to be visible with cap on).  Section threads 8.5mm stainless steel.  

 
       Double ring Premium body    Single ring Intermediate body 

 
 

 

Hinged Clips   

1991 had clip with 6 prongs and without lines,  
6 prongs on Jewel not extending onto cap. 

 

Floating clip with 4 prongs and longitudinal lines,  
4 prongs on jewel was introduced in 1991 on the 
Parthenon, and later on all Premium and 
Intermediate bodies.   
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Two-tone Nib 
18k solid-gold with platinum-plated inlay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     (photos by Sherman Lee) 

 

 

Finial Prongs 

On Parthenon only, finial prongs   
extended onto body. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
• 4.8mm Jewel 

o Vernissage (Edition 90) Parthenon 
o 1991 Parthenon 
o Christmas 1995 “Staedtler Pen” 

• 4.7mm 6-prong Jewel 

o 1991 Finesse 
o 1991 En Vogue 

• 4.3mm Jewel 

o 1992 Finesse  
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Parthenon Vernissage  
(Edition 90, 00 Line)  
Cloisonné art over gold grid. 

Three élysée limited-edition pens were commissioned as an artist's 
series, called “Vernissage.” 

The first pen in the Vernissage series were designed by artist Karl 
Diesner, who says the purpose of his work is to "activate our vision." 
He prefers to work in bright colors and with geometric shapes, and 
this definitely shows in the design of these two pens, Edition No. 1 
and Edition No. 2.  Taken together, these two pens were called 
“Edition 90.” 

The second and third pen in the Vernissage series, Impression No. 1 
"Toward the Light," were created by artist Manfred Eberhard. He 
believes that "art has the task of creating freedom for human 
feelings."  This is the only member of the “10 Line.” 

  
94 

94 
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Edition 1 
 

 

Edition 2 
  

 

Impression 1 
 

 

This photo also shows the 
Dragon, not part of the 
Vernissage series. 
(photo by PenHero) 

 

 

 

 

 

95/96 
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Parthenon Edition No. 1 (10 Line) 
(190, 8/1992-1997) {1.0oz} 

Karl Diesner design. 

Nib: 18k solid gold two-tone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original production was labelled 
“Edition ‘90; by 9/92, re-labelled 
“Edition No 1.”  

  

94 

94 
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Earlier production had a lighter pink tone. 

 

Edition 90 
  M 

Early Edition 1 
(box labelled “Edition 90”)  

M 

Edition 1 
  M 

 

Brooch made in the Edition No. 1 pattern 
 

 
 

Parthenon Edition No. 2 Prototype  
(1993, never went into production, may have been numbered 191)  M 

 

 (2nd photo by Dirk Barmeyer) 
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Parthenon Edition No. 2 (10 Line) 
(192, 1994-1997) {1.0oz}  M #1646 

Manfred Eberhard design. 

“Reflects the colors of a lagoon.” 

Nib: 18k platinum. 

6000 made, numbered. 

 

 

  

94 
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Odd:  The designer was Manfred 
Eberhard, not Karl Diesner, an 
apparent error in one of their 
brochures. 
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Parthenon Impression No. 1 “Toward the Light” 
(00 Line) 
(011, 1994-1997)   

Manfred Eberhard design. 

Nib: 18k solid gold two-tone. 

Fountain pen: 6000 made, numbered.  1410  

Ballpoint pen:  4000 made, numbered.  2091 

Rollerball:  6000 made. 

Pencil:  4000 made.     Poster 
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4.8mm Jewel (“Parthenon”) (10 Line) 
Jewel:  4.8mm (3/16”) H (excluding logo relief), 9.3mm D (at base). 

Nib:  18k sold-gold two-tone. 

Other than Vernissage (technically also a Parthenon), these are the 
highest in quality of the product line; I call them the “Premium” lines. 

1991 Parthenon (10 Line) 
First to use floating clip.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
• 1991 

o Bi-colour 
o Fine Line / Goldplated 
o 1991 Laque Classique 

• 1992 

o Laque Classique 
o Trajan 

• 1995 Staedtler Christmas Pen  

93/94 
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Parthenon Bi-colour (10 Line) 
(10, 1991-1Q1999)  {1.4oz}  M 

Platinum & 18k gold. 

Mr. Toni Rohm design, diamond-cut guilloche.  The flagship of the marque, this is arguably the most beautiful 
precious-metal design. 

Nib:  18k solid gold two-tone. 

 

 
Cap band:  “elysee Germany 18k Goldplated”. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Evolution from 90-Line 
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Parthenon Fine Line / Goldplated (10 Line) 
(11, 1991-1Q1999) {1.4oz}  M 

Called “Fine Line” from 1991 – 1992, then “Goldplated”. 

18k gold-plated, vertical fine lines. 

Nib:  18k solid gold two-tone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

91 
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1991 Parthenon Laque Classique  
(10 Line) 
(1991-2Q1992)  {1.0oz} 

Clip mounted on lacquer. 

Replaced in 1992 by the beautiful 
“bird-cage” Laque Classique. 
 

 

 

91 
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Noir 

(7520=13)  M 

 

Bleu 

(7521=14)  M 

 
Rouge 

(7522=15)  M 

 
 

 

 

1991 Parthenon Laque Classique Promotional 
M 
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1992 Parthenon (10 Line) 

 

Models 
• Laque Classique 
• Laque Trajan 

 
 

Parthenon Laque Classique (10 Line) 
(late 1992-1Q1999)  {1.2oz} 

Cloisonné over 18k gold-plated grid.   
This “bird-cage” design is perhaps the most beautiful model in lacquer. 
This is an evolution of the 1991 Parthenon Laque Classique (13/14/15) 

Nib:  18k solid gold two-tone. 
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Noir 

(131) M,BP 

 

 

Bleu 

(141) M  

 

Rouge 

(151) OF   
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Parthenon Laque Trajan (10 Line) 
(1992-1Q1999)  {1.2oz} 

Cloisonné over 18k gold-plated grid. 

Nib:  18k solid gold two-tone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noir 

(16)  M 

 

Bleu 

(17) M 

 

Rouge 

(18)  M 
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Christmas 1995 “Staedtler Pen” 
{1.0oz}  M 

18k white-gold rhodium-plated trim.  Staedtler symbol on top of Jewel. 

Nib:  18k solid gold entirely platinum-plated. 

Rare.  This pen was a gift to employees at Staedtler, and never sold to the public.   

The company was celebrating 333 years since Friedrich Staedtler began making 
writing instruments (originally pencils) in 1662.  (His descendants didn’t officially 
establish the Staedtler Company until 1835, 173 years later, making Faber-Castell 
the oldest pencil company.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The gift set included a leather case, post-its, a phone book, instructions and warranty card, a cardboard insert with 
Christmas greetings, and a small inlay to reaffirm the good wishes (signed by the then management). 
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1991 4.7mm 6-prong Jewel (20/30 Line) 
Jewel:  4.7mm H (excluding logo relief), 9.3mm D (at base),  
6 prongs no extension onto cap. 

Early hinged clip, Premium chassis, double ring, “Élysée GERMANY”,  
140mm. 

These pens were produced only from 1991 to mid-1992 in the 
transition from dummert to Staedtler.  They don’t have the floating clip  
of Staedtler models, but these are built on thePremium chassis, and their  
successors were on the Intermediate chassis. 

 

Models 
• Finesse (Barleycorn) 

o Goldplated 
o Platinum Plated 
o Bi-colour 

• Laque Intarsia 

o Noir 
o Bleu 

• En Vogue 

o Onyx 
o Lapis 
o Brown 
o Cobra 

1991 Finesse (20 Line) 
(1991-1992) {1.2oz} 

Barleycorn. 

Nib: 18k solid gold two-tone / 
14k solid gold / 14k plated. 

Evolved into Intermediate-body Barleycorn. 

 

1991 Finesse Goldplated (20 Line) 
(21, barleycorn)  M18 

 

1991 Finesse Platinum Plated (20 Line) 
(22, barleycorn)  M14 

 

91 
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1991 Finesse Bi-colour (20 Line) 
(20)  {1.2oz}  F 

Prototype Parthenon? 

 
 

 

 

 

Evolution of Bi-colour  
 

 

 

1991 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

90-Line 

 

 

 

 

 

80-Line 

 

 

90-Line 

 

 

1991 
Finesse  

91 
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1991 Finesse Laque Intarsia 
(20 Line) 
(1991-1992)  {1.0oz} 

Clip mounted on gold. 

Nib: 18k solid gold two-tone / 14k gold-plated. 

Replaced in 1992 by the Finesse Laque Fine Line. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noir 

(23) M  

 

Bleu 

(24) M  (photo by Sherman Lee) 

 

91 
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1991 Finesse Laque Intarsia  versus 1991 Parthenon Laque Classique 

 

 

 

 

 

 

early 6-prong   floating 4-prong 

clip on gold   clip on enamel 

  prongs     prongs 

  do not extend onto body    extend onto body 

 

 

1991 Finesse Laque Intarsia Private Editions 

{1.0oz}  Cap only   

Same as standard, but additional gold lines and Jaguar 
logo.  

This logo speaks for itself!   

Nib: 18k solid gold two-tone / 14k gold-plated. 
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1991 En Vogue (30 Line) 
(1991-1992)         1991  1992 Intermediate 

Double ring, 4.6mm 6-prong Jewel, closed clip. 

Nib: 18k solid gold two-tone / 14k gold-plated. 

 

In 1992, En Vogue was “demoted” to the Intermediate 
body. 

 

       1991 Premium Body  1992 Intermediate Body 

     

       Premium Double ring       Intermediate Single ring 

 

Premium 1991 
18k  14k  

solid gold  gold-plated  
two-tone 
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1991 En Vogue Laque Onyx (30 Line) 
(33)  M 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1991 En Vogue Laque Lapis (30 Line) 

(34)  M 

 
  

91 
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1991 En Vogue Laque Brown (30 Line) 
(37, tortoise)  M 

 
 

 

 

The below photos are potentially a Chinese counterfeit of this pen.  Be 
wary of ads for a new En Vogue Brown with the early 6-prong clip.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1991 En Vogue Laque Cobra (30 Line) 
(36)  {1.2oz}  M/BP 
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1992 4.3mm Jewel (20 Line) 
(9/1992-1Q1999)  {1.2oz} 

Jewel:  4.3mm (3/16”) H (excluding logo relief), 9.3mm D (at base). 

Swirling pattern, trim 18k. 

Nib:  18k solid-gold two-tone. 

Differences from Parthenon:  The finial is slightly shorter.  These 
are lighter in weight.  The end and back of the clip are not filled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
• Finesse (swirls) 

o Goldplated 
o Platinum Plated 
o Bi-colour 

• Laque Fine Line 

o Black 
o Blue 
o Green 
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Finesse Bi-color (20 Line) 
(20 in 1992, 201 1993 on)  M 

 

Finesse Goldplated (20 Line) 
(21 in 1992, 211 1993 on)  M 

 

Finesse Platinum Plated (20 Line) 
(22 in 1992, 221 1993 on)  OM  

 

Finesse Copper? 
(I don’t have catalog, prototype?)  BP 
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Finesse Laque Fine Line (20 Line) 
(4Q1992-1998)  {1.0oz} 

Nib: 18k solid gold two-tone. 

The pin-striping is very subtle and elegant. 

The is an evolution of the 1991 Laque Intarsia (23/24) 
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Black 

(231)  M 

 

Blue 

(241)  M 

 

Green 

(261, 1997-1998)  M 
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INTERMEDIATE BODY (30/40/50 Line) 

(3Q1992-2000) 

Single ring at bottom of section is straight, not visible with cap on.  All-brass body.  Section threads 8.5mm stainless 
steel.  140mm long.  Floating hinged clip. 

Jewel:  3.7mm (3/16”) H (excluding logo relief), 8.4mm D (at base). 

Nib: 14k solid-gold two-tone (rare) / 14k solid-gold / 14k gold-plated. 
 

     Double ring on Premium body  Single ring on Intermediate body 

 
 

AVAILABLE ON INTERMEDIATE BODIES            PREMIUM      VERSUS      INTERMEDIATE  
14k gold-plated              14k solid-gold            18k solid-gold             14k solid-gold 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clips, 1991 versus Intermediate 

Models 
• 1992 

o Barleycorn / Exquisite:  Gold, Platinum 
o Epoque Corona Gold:  Art Deco, Empire 
o Globetrotter:  Corona Gold, Damascene 
o Damascene Sports:  Tennis, Golf, Ski 
o En Vogue Laque Leather 
o En Vogue Laque Lapis 
o En Vogue Laque Cobra 
o En Vogue Laque Brown 
o Laque Color 
o Scripta 

• 1997-1999 

o Illusion 
o Lyric 
o Concorde 
o Scripta 
o Dragon, Cigar 
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1992 
Barleycorn / Exquisite (50 Line) 
(4Q1992-1999)  {0.8oz} 

Diamond-cut guilloche. 

Renamed “Exquisite” in 1997. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gold Electroplated 

(51)  M 

 

Platinum Plated 

(52)  EF 
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93/94 

Epoque Corona Gold: Art Deco, Empire (40 Line) 
(4Q1992-1Q1999)  {1.0oz} 

24K gold electroplated on 12K black gold,  
lacquer clear-coat. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Empire 

(40, with arches)  M 

 

Art Deco 

(41, with lines) M 
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Globetrotter (40 Line) 
An iconic élysée design originating in the dummert era, updated to the Intermediate chassis in 1992. 
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Corona Gold Globetrotter  
(40 Line) 

(44, 4Q1992-1997)  M 

24K gold plating on 12K black gold, lacquer clear-coat. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 
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Damascene Globetrotter  
(40 Line) 

(45, 4Q1992-1998)  {0.8oz}  F/M 

24K gold electroplated on stainless 
steel, lacquer clear-coat. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                         Standard model      Unusual model had smaller font 

Also had “GERMANY”  
vertically alongside clip 
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Damascene Sports (40 Line) 
(4Q1992-2Q1997) 

24K gold electroplated on stainless steel, lacquer clear-coat. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

93/94 



page 64  N. Dean Meyer 
 
Sports Tennis  

(47)  M 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Golf  

(48)  M  (pen contributed to collection by Sabine Schuster, Staedtler) 

 
 

Sports Ski 

(49, 1992-1993 only, not in US)  
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En Vogue Laque Leather (50 Line) 
(4Q1992-1Q1997)  {1.0oz} 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

(In 4Q92 price list: mistakenly called Laque Antique and used French names Noir, Bleu, Bordeaux/Rouge; missing 
Green.) 
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Black 

(532)  M 

 

Blue 

(542)  M 

 

Burgundy 

(552)  M 

 

Green 

(562)  M 

 
 

 

Finishes varied from pen to pen, in pattern and contrast:  
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En Vogue (30 Line) 
(4Q1992-1997)  {0.8oz} 

Nib: 14k solid gold /  
14k gold-plated. 
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En Vogue Laque Lapis (30 Line) 
(34 in 1992, 341 1993 on, 4Q1992-1997)  M14 

Blue textured with black. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

En Vogue Laque Cobra (30 Line) 
(36 in 1992, 341 1993 on, 4Q1992-
1997)  F14 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

En Vogue Laque Brown (30 Line) 
(37 in 1992, 371 1993 on, 4Q1992-
1997)  M 

Tortoise. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 
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Laque Color (50 Line) 
(1993-1996) 

Layers of lacquer, muted colors. 

Replaced by Concorde in 1997. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 
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Noir 

(531, called 33 Laque Onyx in 4Q92 price list)  M/BP  (fountain pen photo by Sherman Lee) 

 

 

Bleu 

(541)  M 

 

Bordeaux 

(551)  RB 

 

Vert 

(561)  M/RB   
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1997-1999 
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Illusion 
(1998?)  {0.8oz}  M 

Rare and gorgeous. 

Nib: 18k solid gold, entirely platinum plated. 
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Lyric (30 Line) 
(1997-1999)  {0.8oz} 

Marble-like Lacquer with veins of gold, needs sunlight. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bleu 

(342)  M 

 

Rouge 

(352)  M 

 

Vert 

(362)  M 
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Laque Color Successors 
Concorde (50 Line) 
(1997-2Q1999) 

New name for Laque Color; Steel and Matte added. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Classic (black) GT 

(53, same as Laque Color Noir)  M 

Lacquer (not matte epoxy), called Scripta Orbis in 1Q99, then back in 2Q99.  (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Classic (black) Matte 

(533)  F 

 

Blue  

(54, same as Laque Color Bleu, through 1998 only)  M 

 

Red 

(55, same as Laque Color Bordeaux, through 1998 only)  M 

 

Steel GT 

(58)  B 
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Scripta (50 Line) 
(1999-2000) 

Last new model. 

Nib: 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Much darker color than Laque Color, like Lyric without gold flakes  (photos by Jim Royal) 
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Luna 

(549, blue)  F 

 

Terra 

(559, red) M  (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Mare 

(569, green) M  (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Orbis  

(53, 1991)  (photo by Jim Royal) M 

Laque Color Noir / Concorde Classic GT was included in the announcement of this model, then moved back to the 
Concorde line-up at the end of 2Q1999. 
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Dragon and Cigar 
Built on the Laque Color Intermediate body; with 
screen-printed gold-plating. 

Nib: 14k solid gold / 14k gold-plated. 

 

Dragon Pen (DP Line) 
(DP, 2Q1997-1999)  {0.8oz}  M 

Celebrates coming Chinese Year of the Dragon 
(2000). 

“Presented in a Red Gift Box with ‘Descendant of 
the Dragon’ in Chinese text marked in Gold 
outline on the lid.” 
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Suspicion of a counterfeit version of the Dragon pen: 

First noted by Michael Fan.  Sherman Lee explaines: 

The original four characters meant, “the heir of the dragon.”  The 
Chinese people would mythically say that we are the heirs of the 
ancient dragon, trying to gain the good energy of the dragon. 

These different four characters mean, “a dragon is flying in the sky.”  
And the calligraphy is worse (and more ancient) than the original. 

 

                           Original           Suspected      
              as on box          counterfeit 
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Cigar (Cigarre)  
(I don’t have catalog, 1997?)  M 047, 096/200 

Prototypes may have been built for a distributor in Hong Kong, perhaps for the China market where 
pens were sold in tobacco stores.  Ultimately, it was only available in the US.  200 were made.  Serial 
numbers were printed “000/200” in the body, just above the image of the cigar band.  The body 
included a stylized tobacco plant and a map of the Western Hemisphere and Africa. 

 

 

  
Experimental pens were made with customers’ signatures, in search of a concept that would “stop the bleeding.”  
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ECONOMY BODY (60/70 Line) 

(1995-2000) 

Jewel:  1.0mm H (excluding logo relief), 6.6mm D (at base). 

Clip attached to jewel.  Section threads 8.5mm plastic.  137mm long. 

Plastic body, plastic section. 

Unlike most, the ID Band is on the body instead of the 
cap (except Dynamic Chrome CT). 

These took over the “Caprice” and “Dynamic” names 
from the slender dummert-era Spherical Finial Caprice 
and Dynamic.  The Spherical Finial Caprice and Dynamic 
were briefly reintroduced in 1997 under the names 
“Caprice Slimline” and “Dynamic Slimline”. 

 

  
 

Models 
• 1995 

o Caprice 
o Dynamic 

• 1997 

o Royale 
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1995 
Caprice (Staedtler) (60 Line) 
(1995-2Q1999)  {0.6oz} 

Nib: 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue 

(641)  F   

 
Red 

(651)  F 

 

Green 

(661) 

 

Gray 

(671)  M 
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A Caprice CT was also made. 
(I don’t have catalog.) 
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Dynamic (Staedtler) (70 Line) 
(1995-2000)  {0.6oz} 

Nib: 14k gold-plated / chrome plated (on CT). 

Epoxy / steel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steel GT 

(781, sometimes called just GT)  M 
 

Steel CT 

(791, sometimes called just CT)  M 
 

Steel CT with gold band   
BP 

 

 

Two different bands 
on Steel CT: 

stamped on body (1995-
1Q99?) vs. 

silver band (either very 
early or very late?) 

(photo by Jim Royal) 
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Black CT 

(701)  (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Black GT 

(731)  F 

 

Titan GT 

(721, through 1999)  F 

 

Velvet CT 

(761, taupe, 1999)  M/BP 

 

 

 

 

 

Velvet GT 

(771, 1999)  (photo by Jim Royal) 
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1997 
Royale (60 Line) 
(1997-1999) 

Nib: 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Platinum Plated 

(601, fine line)  F 

 
 

Gold Plated 

(611, fine line)  F 

98 
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Titan 

(621, cross-hatch deep lines F / later subtle lines M/RB)  {0.6oz} 
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FLAT NIB (DUMMERT) 

(1981-1993-94?) 

Section threads stainless steel  
8.1mm 1.5tpm (except early models).   

Slender body (~9.3mm at top of body 
just below section, versus Staedtler 
10.4mm). 

No Jewel or slanted Jewel (90 Line). 

Flat Nib:  14k solid gold  
/ 14k gold-plated steel. 

 

 

 

 

Models 
• 90 Line (“Jewelry Line”) 
• 80 Line (“Design Line”) 
• 70 Line (“Classique Line”) 
• Spherical Finial (50/60/70 Line) 
• dummert (pre-élysée) 
• Mini Pen  
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90 Line (“Jewelry Line”) 
(2Q1986-1991) 

Clip on side hinged with large “élysée” at bottom, 137mm long. 

Jewel:  7.2mm D (at base).  Most had angled Jewel / US market had flat stamped-in logo. 

Nibs:  14k solid gold (stamped “14K”) / 14k gold-plated. 

This was the high end of the dummert era. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
o Bi-colour Barleycorn 
o Bi-colour Fine lines 
o Line de Platine 
o Line d’Or 
o Laque Intarsia  
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Bi-colour Barleycorn 
(4501) Gold and platinum  {0.7oz}  B 

 
 

Bi-colour Fine Lines 
(4502) Fine vertical fine lines in platinum and gold  F 

 

Line de Platine 
(2401) Rhodium 422 with vertical fine lines  (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Line d’Or 
(3301) 23K goldplated with vertical fine lines   RB 
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Laque Intarsia 
Greek antique symbol of the river,  
23K gold trim. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bleu 

(7501)  F 

 

Rouge 

(7502)  M 

 

Noir 

(7503, only listed in ‘88/89 and ’91 catalogs)  (photo by Martin Fisher) 

 
 

 

91 
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Laque Intarsia Promotionals 

Promotional version  F14 

 

 

 

Transitional 90 Line with 1991 Finesse Laque Intarsia, promotional  M 

 

“Jaguar” on clip  “Growler” on finial 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Leaper” on side of cap   
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80 Line (“Design Line”) 
Clip hinged through side, protrudes through top. 

Slender body (9.3mm at the band), spherical top, metal 
section threads, 136mm long. 

Nibs:  14k solid gold (stamped “14K”) / 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
o Rolled Gold 
o Solid 925 Sterling Silver 
o Rondelle Silver-plated 
o Rondelle Heavy Gold-plated 
o Arabesque 
o Bi-colour Barleycorn 
o Laque Lapis 
o Laque Jade 
o Laque Onyx 
o Laque Coral 

 

  81 
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Rolled Gold  
(1840, 1981-1986/87) 

Gold filled (heavy-gold-plated), fine lines. 
SPECIAL DIAMOND CLIP (note: diamonds are all there, but are embedded to different levels; age?  One of a kind?) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solid 925 Sterling Silver 
(1527, 1981-1986/87)  BP 

Fine lines, “925 Silver”.          (pen contributed to collection by Martin Fisher) 
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Rondelle Silver-plated 
(2121, 1981-1982)  M 

 

Rondelle Heavy Gold-plated 
(2138, 1981-1986/87)  Mnarrow-thread,BP 

 

Arabesque 
(2238, 1981-1986/87)  M 
Heavy-goldplated, guilloche. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bi-colour Barleycorn 
(I don’t have catalog, sold in China)  EF 
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Mystery Black Barleycorn 
(I don’t have catalog) 

 

 

 

 

 

Laque Lapis / Lapislazuli  
(5538, 1981-1990)  {0.8oz}  M  

 
 

               with Mark Cross logo 

Being hand-made, 

the pattern on  

each pen is unique 

(photo by Sherman Lee) 

 

 

 

Laque Jade 
(5638, subtle variegation, 1981-1990)  M 

 

Laque Onyx 
(5738, 1981-1990)  M  (photo by Jim Royal) 
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Laque Coral / Korall 
(5838, subtle variegation, 1982-1990) 
M, BP 

 
(photo by Sherman Lee) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laque elysee? 
(I don’t have catalog)  BP 
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70 Line (Flat Top, “Classique Line”) 
(dummert-1991) 

Clip bulge at top (except early). 

Nibs:  14k solid gold (stamped “14K”) / 14k gold-plated. 

The most diverse Line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
o Satiné:  CT, GT 
o Classique:  Silver, Gold, Gold Sleeve 
o Facette 
o Damascene 
o Damascene Globetrotter 
o Carré:  Gold, Silverplated, Silver Sleeve 
o Barley:  Silver, Silver Sleeve, Gold 
o Laque élysée 
o Laque Blue 
o Laque Green 
o Laque Brown 
o Laque Cobra 
o Epoxy Noir 
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Satiné CT 
(I don’t have catalog)  BP 

Stainless Steel, frosted finish. 

 

Satiné GT 
(0301, 1981-1986/87)  M/BP/ RBearly 

Stainless Steel, frosted finish. 

 

Classique Silver / Silver-plated 
(1521, 1981-1986/87)  M 

Electroplated with fine lines. 

 
Random 
pattern in 
guilloche 

 

 

Classique Gold / Gold-plated 
(1530, 1981-1989)  M 
Electroplated, fine lines.

 
 

 

 

 

Classique Gold Sleeve 
(1840, 1981) 
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Facette 
(2038, 1981-1986/87)  M 
Heavy-goldplated, bark pattern. 

 
 

 

Damascene 
(3034, 1981-1986/87)  F 
14k gold electroplate on stainless steel. 

 
variation in pattern in barrel of bottom example, doesn’t match cap 

 

Damascene Globetrotter 
(1983 only) (photos by Sherman Lee) 

Globetrotter reappeared in 1986 on Spherical Finial 60-Line. 

(See Intermediate Body, 1992, Globetrotter, for panorama of map.) 

 
“International” found on some 
Globetrotters (here a 70-Line; 
also found on a 60-Line); I 
don’t have catalog showing an 
International. 

 

Mystery Damascene 
(I don’t have catalog) 

 

Damascene also available with inlayed company logo. (10/83) 
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Carré Gold 
(0738, 1981-1986/87)  Mnarrow thread 
Heavy-goldplated, cross-hatch.

 

Carré Silverplated  
(0721, 1981-1986/87)   Mnarrow thread 
Cross-hatch. 

 
 

Carré Silver Sleeve 
(0726, 1981-1982) M14narrow thread 
“925 Sterling” silver. 
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            Silver Sleeve      Silverplated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mystery Carré 
(I don’t have catalog) 

 

 

 

 

Barley Silver 
(1981?)  M-narrow thread 
Silver trim, gold-plated nib. (Note:  Early models did not have bulge on clip.) 

 

 

Barley Silver Sleeve 
(I don’t have catalog)  BP 

(pen contributed to collection by Martin Fisher) 
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Barley Silver versus Barley Silver Sleeve 

 

       (comparison photos by Martin Fisher) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barley Gold 
(1981?)  M 

 

Laque élysée 
(4330, 1981-1990)  M 
Dark brown semi-translucent lacquer. 

 

Laque Blue 
(4630, tortoise, 1981) RBearly-dummert end 

 

Laque Green 
(I don’t have catalog, tortoise, was in dummert product line)  (photo by Jim Royal) 
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Laque Brown 
(4930, tortoise, 1981-1990)  Mnarrow thread, BP 

 

Laque Cobra 
(5930, gray lattice on black, 1981-1990)  F 

 

Epoxy Noir (matte black) 
(0311, 1981-1986/87)  EF 
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Evolution of 70-Line 
     dummert early narrow thread Mark Cross        final design 
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Spherical Finial (40/50/60 Line) 
Flat nib, spherical top, clip attached to top, metal section threads, 
slender body (9.3mm at the band), 136mm long. 

Shorter 70mm converter. 

Nibs:  14k solid gold (stamped “14K”) through 1990  
/ 14k gold-plated. 

 

Models continued after 1992 were relabeled with 2-digit numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

Models 
• Epoque Corona Gold 

o Globetrotter 
o Art Nouveau 
o Empire 
o Art Deco 

• Damascene 

o Globetrotter 
o Sports:  Tennis, Golf, Ski 

• Barleycorn:  Silver, Gold, Platinum 
• Laque Antique 
• Caprice 
• Dynamic 

 

 

 

 

 

Epoque Corona Gold  (40 Line) 

24K gold electroplated on 12K black gold, sometimes called just “Epoque” or just “Corona Gold.” 

 

Globetrotter 

(1002=44, 1992, replaced by Staedtler Intermediate 4Q1992)  M 

(See Intermediate Body, 1992, Globetrotter, for panorama of map.) 
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Art Nouveau  

(I don’t have catalog)  M 

 
 

Not all pens had names 

(e.g., “Art Nouveau”) on caps 

 

Empire    

(1003=40, 1992, replaced by Staedtler Intermediate 4Q1992)  M 

 
 

Art Deco  

(1005=41, 1992, replaced by Staedtler Intermediate 4Q1992)  M 

 
 

 

Damascene versus 
Corona Gold 
 

Damascene: 24K 
gold filigree 
inlayed on 
stainless steel 

 

 

 

 

Corona Gold: 24K 
gold electroplated 
on 12K black gold  
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Damascene Globetrotter (60 Line through 2Q1988, then 50 Line) 
(4306, 45 1992, 1986-1992, replaced by Staedtler Intermediate 4Q1992) F 

(See Intermediate Body, 1992, Globetrotter, for panorama of map.) 

 

Normal cap                      Unusual “International” cap  (photo by Martin Fisher) 

 

 

 

Damascene Sports  (40 Line) 

(1992, replaced by Staedtler Intermediate 4Q1992) 

 
 

Tennis 

(4313=47, 1992)  M 

 

Golf 

(4314=48, 1992) 

 

Ski 

(4315=49, 1992) M  (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

 

 

With corporate logo 
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Barleycorn  
(60 Line through 
2Q1988, then 50 Line 
in 1990) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barleycorn Silver Plated 

(1021, 1986-1991) M 

With rhodium protection.  (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Barleycorn Gold Electroplated 

(1030=51, 1986-1992)  M 

 
Platinum Plated 

(52, 1992 only)  

90 
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Laque Antique  
(60 Line through 2Q88, then 50 Line) 
Greek decor at end of barrel. 

  

 

 

Blue/Bleu 

(6305=54, 1986-1992) (photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Bordeaux 

(6306=55, 1986-1992)  M 

 

Green 

(6307, 1986 & 1991) 
 

 

Pearl 

(6309, 1986 & 1991)  M 

 

Noir 

(6313, 53 1992, 1988-1992)  BB  
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Caprice (60 Line) 
(1984-1994, returned briefly in 1997 as “Caprice Slimline”)  {0.8oz} 

Metallic Lacquers in colors of well-known German cars. 

Nib: 14k gold-plated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marine 

(6004, 64 1992 on, dark blue, 1984-1997)  F  

 

Bordeaux 

(6104, 65 1992 on, burgundy, 1984-1997)  M 

 

Sand 

(6204, champagne, 1984-1991)  B 
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Delphin 

(6304, green-gray, 1984-1991)  M 

 
 

Porto-Rose 

(6404, taupe, 1984-1989)  M 

 

Pearl 

(6504, 61 1992 on, 1986-1997)  M 

 

Gray 

(6105, 67 1992 on, silver-gray, 1992-1997)  F 

 
 

Black 

(6120, 1990 Japan) 

 

Red 

(6121, 1990 Japan) 

 

Titan 

(1001, 62 1992 on, sprayed titanium, 3Q1989-1997, moved to Dynamic line 1995-1996)  M 
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Not metallic:   

(I don’t have catalog, dates uncertain) 

Green 
M 

 

Turquoise  
(photo by Jim Royal) 

 

Pink 
M 
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Dynamic (60 Line through 2Q198, then 70 Line) 
(1984-1994, returned briefly in 1997 as “Dynamic Slimline”) 

Matte finish (epoxy synthetic resin) or stainless steel. 

Nib: 14k gold-plated. 

Models continued after 1992 relabeled with 2-digit numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue 

(6003, 74 1992 on, 1983-1997)  F 

 

Burgundy 

(6103, 75 1992 on, 1983-1997)  M 
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Brown 

(6203, chocolate, 1983-2Q1989)  F 

 

Black  

(6303, 73 1992 on, 1983-1997)  M, BP 

 

White 

(6703, 1986-1987, glossy not matte)  M 

 

Steel 

(0302, 79 1992 on, CT, 1983-1994, nib initially goldplated, then 1986 chrome plated)  M 

 

Steel Gold 

(0401, 78 1992 on, GT, 1986-1997)  B 
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Color Comparisons, Caprice versus Dynamic 
(photos by Jim Royal) 

 

Caprice Pearl (opalescent, top) versus Dynamic White (gloss, bottom)  

 
 

 

 

Shades of grey and black 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Caprice         Caprice        Dynamic         Laque 

              Titan             Delphin        Black               Antique 

           Noir 

 

 

Blue and Red in Caprice (metallic, top) versus Dynamic (matte, bottom) 
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dummert (pre-élysée) 

Prior to introducing the élysée brand in October, 1981, at the Frankfurt Book Fair, dummert sold Mini Pen and 70-
Line pens branded with the “dummert” name.  Note the tradition of not capitalizing the brand name. 
(I do not have catalogs; so, I can only list what I have or have seen.) 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dummert 
solid 14k nib 
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70-Line Barleycorn 
M 

 
 

70-Line Classique Silver 
(fine lines)  M 

 
 

70-Line Carre Silver 
BP 

 
 

70-Line Facette 925 Silver 
M  (1979 model contributed to collection by Dale Seymour and Ernst J. Kubitza) 

 

 

 

 

 



élysée Pens:  Identification, History, Gallery   page 123 
 

  

70-Line Satine CT 
RB 

 

70-Line Satine CT Promotional  
logo, in box BP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70-Line Epoxy Noir (matte black)  
RB 

 

Mini Pen Silver 925 
BP 
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Transition to élysée 
 

In 1981, the élysée brand and logo were introduced.  
At first, some pens carried the dummert-branded nib. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some early élysée retained the two-part bottom finial (base of the barrel).  

            early dummert          dummert         early élysée      élysée 
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Early Narrow Threads  
The early dummert sections were different:                Early    Later 

• Smaller section thread:  7.9mm (0.311”) versus the later 8.1mm (0.319”).   
• The threads go all the way to the end of the section. 
• The threads were finer (2tpm versus later 1.5tpm). 

Converters differed also: 

• Green instead of gray. 
• Knurl is wider, all the way to the end. 

 

There were some cosmetic differences as well. 

 

70 Line originally 
came out with a 
different clip:  F 

• Bend in clip. 
• Missing 70 Line 

bulge in top of 
clip.  

• Some were 
missing elysee 
logo on clip. 

 

MYSTERIES (probably 
the result of mixed 
inventories during 
transitions: 

 

Here’s an early clip, 
with later wide 
threads. 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a later clip, 
with early narrow 
threads. 
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MINI PEN (60 Line) 

(dummert-1990) 

Very slender 6.5mm, short 125mm ballpoint / pencil. 

The same finish (and model numbers) as selected 60/70/80-Lines.) 

Refill:   
   Diameter: 3.2mm (0.126”).  Cap at back-end can be up to 4mm. 
   Length: 106.8-108mm (4.2”-4.25”).  No spring. 

 

 

 

 

Size comparison:  Mini Pen versus standard 60 Line 

 

60-Line 

 

 

 

 

 

Mini Pen  

 

 

 

Classique Gold  

(1530, fine line)  BP 

 
 

Classique Silver 

(1521, fine line, 1981-1987) 
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Silver Sleeve 

(I don’t have catalog, band says “Silver 925) 

 

Facette  

(2038, I don’t have catalog)  BP 

 

Rondelle Silver-plated 

(2121, 1981 only)  BP 

 

Rondelle Heavy Goldplated 
(2138) 

 

Laque élysée 
(4330) 

 

Laque Blue 
(4630, tortoise, 1981 only)  BP 
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Laque Brown 

(4930) 

 

Laque Lapis 

(5538) 

 

Laque Jade 

(5638)  BP 

 

Laque Coral 
(5838)  (photo by Sherman Lee) 

 

Laque Cobra 

(5930, 1982-1990) 

 

Epoxy Noir 

(0311, 1981-1987) 

 

Satiné 

(030, 1981-1987) 
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Mini Pen Clip evolution 

 

 

Late 

 

 

 

 

Early 
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STREAMLINE (Push Button, 50 Line through 2Q88, then 80 Line)  

(1988-2001?) 

Push-action ballpoint and pencil. {0.8oz} 

Stainless steel / matte epoxy. 

The only model manufactured completely in-house in a new factory. 

Streamline revived the “élysée” 
branding on the end of the clip 
used on the dummert-era 90-line. 
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Titan-Style 
(0601, 82 1992 on, titanium particle plated, chrome trim, 1988-1997)  BP 

 

Black Matte 
(5102, 83 1992 on, 1988-2001?)  BP 

 

Steel GT (later called simply GT) 
(0106, 88 1992 on, 1988-1999)  BP 

 

Steel CT (later called simply CT) 
(0105, 89 1992 on, 1988-1997)  Pencil 
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Added in 1994:   

Blue, deep tone, gloss finish 
(I don’t have catalog.  Prototype?)  BP 

 

Blue, light tone, matte finish 
(841, 1994-1997)  BP/BP  Gold plating varied in color.  (photos by Regina Martini) 

 

Pink, matte finish 
(851, 1994-1997)  Gold plating varied in color.  BP 

 

Green, matte finish 
(861, 1994-1997)  BP  (pen contributed to collection by Sabine Schuster, Staedtler) 

 

Yellow, matte finish 
(871, 1994-1997)  BP  (pen contributed to collection by Sabine Schuster, Staedtler) 

 

Version based on Staedtler 925-25 Silver Series 
(I don’t have catalog)  Pencil   Nicer integrated clip, sleek body, no lead-type band.  Made in Japan. 
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CONSTRUCTION 

All products were designed and specified by élysée.  The production of the parts was outsourced from companies 
like Mutschler, including, stamping, lacquering, plating, nib assemblies, etc.  élysée assembled, finished and 
distributed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Architecture  

 

(photos by Sherman Lee)  

“élysée pens were far superior to most other makes on 
the market.   
 
Unfortunately, in the pen trade, quality is not always 
the deciding factor.  élysée could not compete with the 
Parker, Cross and Montblanc mainly because in the big 
stores, these other brands had their own in-store sales 
staff.  It was a completely different selling environment 

from anything that Staedtler had experienced.” 
 

Bill Gillan, élysée Sales UK, 1991 
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INTERCHANGEABILITY 

Within Families, you can 
interchange: 

• Fountain pen and 
Rollerball sections 

• Ballpoint refills and 
Pencil mechanism 

Families: 

• Early dummert narrow 
threads (all Lines) 

• dummert (all Lines) 
• Any Premium and any 

1991 
• Any Intermediate 

93/94 
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Clips 
Clip Undersides 

In the dummert era, on Spherical Finial (50/60-Line) pens, the underside of the clip was stamped either “metal”, or 
(1989? and later) “W. Germany”.  Even within a set, pens may differ.  (discovery and photos by Sherman Lee) 

  

On dummert-era 60-Line, 90-Line, and Mini pens, and Staedtler-era Parthenon pen, after the base metal was folded 
to create the shape, the underside of the clip was filled to flat (or almost flat) before plating.  (photos by Sherman Lee) 

 

 

Clip Ends 

Except for the 1991 6-prong models, the Premium bodies had a better-finished clip-end.  When the metal flaps are 
folded to create the bulb at the end of the clip, it exposes a crack at the end.  The Premium has that crack filled prior 
to gold-plating.  The advantage:  the Premium doesn’t catch on the threads of a soft or knit fabric. 

 

Intermediate         Premium 
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Caps 
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Caps are press assembled (not threaded), and 
are not considered repairable (per Staedtler 
repair shop). 
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Nibs and Sections 
Nib on all Premium bodies:  18k solid gold two-tone (except Edition 2 white gold). 

All Nibs: iridium tip. 

Nib Grades: extra-fine, fine, medium, broad, double broad, oblique medium, 
oblique broad, oblique double broad, italic broad, italic extra broad, and left-
handed. 
(See “Nib Cuts” for nib markings.)  

 

 

 

 

Eagle: French customs  
control mark for solid gold  
through 1993. 

(photo by Elton Qiu) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The “E|N” mark is associated 
 with Esterbrook (New Jersey, 
 US & UK), who manufactured  
 nibs for many companies. 
 Esterbrook may have been  
 the source of élysée’s famous  
 two-tone nibs.  

(photo by Elton Qiu) 

 

Earlier nibs were probably supplied by Mutschler Schreib und Zeichengerate GmbH, aka Reform, in Heidelberg; and 
by Degussa and Rupp. 
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In 1994/95, 
the 14k solid-
gold  
Intermediate 
body nib was 
no longer 
two-color, 
but it was still 
marked “14K 
585.”. 

Dummert flat 
nibs were 
generally 14k 
gold plated.  
Solid gold 
nibs were 
stamped 
“14K”. 

93/94 

Italic nibs 
BJ broad 
BBJ extra broad 
MO left-handed 

89/90 



élysée Pens:  Identification, History, Gallery   page 141 
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Nib Cuts 

Standard 

 

 

 

Cut nib 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(photo by Sherman Lee) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  In the Staedtler 
era, Economy body nibs 
run finer than the 
Intermediate and 
Premium.  

ITALIC:  Broad down-stroke and narrow cross-stroke.  Straight cut.  
Very position sensitive; hold tip at ~90° from writing line.  Cursive 
Italics for writing; Formal Italics for calligraphy. 

STUB:  Straight cut with mildly rounded corners.  Smoother than Italic; 
less pronounced stroke differences.  Easier to use than Oblique or 
Italic. 

OBLIQUE:  Broad stroke on the diagonal (upper-left-to-lower-right); 
line-width variation is subtle.  Straight cut at 15°; Left Oblique is top 
right to lower left (except Parker). 

To use an oblique/italic nib, rotate the pen to keep the flat edge fully 
on the paper. 
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Nib Feeds 
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Nib Construction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nib sanded and polished by hand.  The spring action is carefully calibrated . 

(1) Proper gap: 
a) Ideal: ink jumps from the pen point to the paper.  The inner radius is sufficiently large so as not to scratch. 
b) Too large inner radius of the writing tip: ink is too far in the back space of the spring slot and cannot jump 

the paper. Ink flow is broken while writing. 
c) Too small inner radius of the writing tip: spring tends to scratch. 

(2) Fine capillary channel 0.2mm pulls ink strongly. 

(3) Narrow tube in regulator acts as valve regulating pressure between ink and pen.   

(4) Regulator includes air exchange: negative pressure in the ink container due to ink consumption is compensated 
by incoming air.   

(5) At overpressure in the Ink container (e.g., when flying), the regulator temporarily absorbs excess ink until 
outside pressure falls back to normal. 

Two-piece regulator 
(photo by Sherman Lee) 

Section pieces 

 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

98 
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Metals 

 95/96 
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Finishes 
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Cloisonné 

Chinese Lacquer process had several steps:  The first was engraving the pen 
body, or attaching wires, creating impressions that would later be filled 
with Lacquer.  The Lacquer is then inlayed into these impressions, and the 
surface is polished smooth and flush. Once completely smooth, the exposed 
metal is plated.  

Cloisonné is fairly rare on fine pens, though it can be found on many 
inexpensive pens from China.  élysée extensively used this technique on its 
high-end pens, with many interesting patterns and designs. 

The cloisonné technique is the signature look of élysée's Vernissage series 
of Limited-Edition pens, as well as some other high-end models. 

 

 

 

  

Create the filigree:  Early cloisonné was made 
from a base of red copper and later pure copper, 
which was chosen because it is easily hammered, 
stretched and shaped as needed.  At élysée, after 
the pen base is created; copper wire (thin or 
wide) or other shapes are soldered onto it to 
create the outline of the design. 

 

 

Lacquer/enamel filling:  After cleaning, enamel is 
flowed into the compartments formed by the 
wires.  The object is then kiln fired; after each 
firing, some enamel will need to be added to 
each compartment as it compacts and hardens. 
This “enamel firing” process is repeated until the 
surface is completely even. 

 

Polish:  Polishing is done in steps, from coarse to 
fine with different materials, including emery, 
whetstone, and hard carbon. Some firing may be 
done after each polishing step. This will continue 
until the entire surface is uniform and smooth. 

 

 

 

Plate exposed metal:  The last step is gilding, 
where the exposed copper is plated with 
platinum, gold, or silver. 

 

Finally, a clear-coat is applied. 

 

Source:  http://penhero.com/PenGallery/Élysée/ÉlyséeCloisonne.htm 
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BOXES 
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In Italian 
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dummert era  (photos by Martin Fisher) 

Leather (70/80-Line) 

 
Plastic (70-Line) 

 
Metal Flocked (70-Line) 

 
Metal Flocked 

 

Metal (50/60-Line) 

 
Plastic (50/60-Line) 
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Plastic with curve  (photo by Sherman Lee) 

 
 

Staedtler era  (photos by Martin Fisher) 

Flocked 

 
Leather (black / gray) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mid-1990s (note upside-down printing when box is opened) 

 

  



élysée Pens:  Identification, History, Gallery   page 159 
 

  

SALES AIDS 

Cases 

Plastic case, brown with clear cover     Display tray with demo felt pad as cover  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(photo by Sherman Lee)  
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Displays 

Large cardboard store display 
(photo by the late Michael Case and Sherman Lee) 

Dimensions:  7.5x15.75" (19.2x40cm).   
Note the pens laid on it for a perspective on size. 

Image came from 1992 brochure. 

 

Promotional cardboard countertop stand ((30 x 17 cm)   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retail display (photo by Sherman Lee)  

“We loved selling the élysée range of pens because they 
were manufactured to such a high quality; and they offered 
versatility in that the Ballpoint pens could be converted to 
Pencils, and Fountain Pens could be converted to Rollerballs. 

“The only problem we used to encounter was that the 
plastic grip on the premium range of fountain pens would 
come un-glued and start to rotate, making it difficult to 
undo the nib section from the barrel.  It was a shame that 
the élysée nib section was bonded and could not be 
dismantled to rectify this.” 

Mike Lewandowski, Signatures of York 
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ACCESSORIES 

Laque Lapis Letter opener  

 

 

 

 

 

Satiné Letter Opener (photo by Martin Fisher) 

 
 

Edition #2 Pin  

 

 

 

 

Ink  
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Leather carrying case 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wallet (to open, slide up and bend back; 
reveals pens, then flip open for credit cards)  

 

 

Pouches 
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PROMOTIONALS 
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1991 Parthenon Laque Classique Private Editions 
Same as standard, but additional gold lines and Hörmann Group (doors) logo and “FEB” (unknown logo).  {1.0oz}  M 
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PRIVATE LABEL 

élysée manufactured pens for multiple other companies. 

One example is luxury fashion-brand Aigner in Munich.  This example was based on the 80-Line Rolled Gold. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

70 Line  

Classique Gold   

   
 

 

 

 

70 Line    80 
Line 

Black Matte 
 Laque Lapis 

early clip  
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BOOK BY ÉLYSÉE (1982)  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

WRITING    Ink pen 

DEVICES   Pencil 

Cartridge 

Nib 

Electroplating 

Ballpoint 

Timeline * Graphite * Filler types * Writing systems 

Ink feed system * Piston converter * Pressure 

equalization * Gold nib * Ink * Strong stroke 

Ink colors * Laquers * Finishes 

Lead * Silver * Precious metals * Engraving * Polishing 

Guilloché engraving * Silver plating * Gold 

Hardness table * Logo * Clip * Overpressure 

reservoir * Diamond cutting 
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SUPPLIES 

Fountain Pen: 

Cartridges:  Standard cartridges work fine.  But color choices are limited.  They’re more expensive.  And it’s 
more difficult to clean a pen when you want to put it away for storage.  Keeping a spare in the pen helps 
hold the cartridge in place. 

 

Converter:  Press-in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schmidt K5 (better) / K2 (slimmer 7.8mm) 

Also: Monteverde, Charles Hubert, Montegrappa. 

NOT:  Jinhao, bluRAFFIA (insufficient shoulder length) 

 

dummert 50/60/70/80 Lines: 73.3mm 

If it’s too long (to the shoulder), you will feel the spring  
push back as you screw the body on and it will eject the 
 ink as you screw the body off. 

Rosetta Ohto (70mm) 

Manuscript (69.9mm)  
 

For Staedtler era, Rosetta Ohto can be used with ¼” shrink wrap  
if you’d like a tighter body fit. However, it 
won’t engage the spring and risks working 
loose. 

 

 

You can modify a converter that’s too long by carefully cutting away some of the sheathing (but not 
the threads); length from bottom to cut 73mm. 

 

 

Some converters can be disassembled for cleaning  
(if they develop a leak around the plunger). 

 

 

Ink: 

Avoid corrosive formulations.  Examples to avoid: 

• Noodler’s Baystate Blue 
• Montblanc Black 
• Diamine Teal 

  

Diameter 7.0mm 

Diameter 6.3mm 

Diameter 4.3mm 

Length to top of shoulder 73.8mm 

Diameter above shoulder 4.2mm 

Length to end 75.8mm (except dummert 50/60/70/80) 

Max diameter 7.8mm/8mm 
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Rollerball:  110.8mm.   
Called “Rolling Ball” or “Rollingball” except in UK/US markets. 

“Novoball” or “Micro Ball” is an EF rollerball refill. 

Examples:  

Cross 8523/1120 
Parker 
Pentel LR (don’t fit some dummert, too wide where ball section bonded to ink-tube) 
Pilot G2 / LG2RF-8F / BLS-G2-7 
Schneider 850-05 
Schmidt 888 (scratchy) / 5888 (original élysée)  
Uniball UMR 87 
Waterman Roller Pointe metal (doesn’t smear, good flow)   (photo by Martin Fisher) 

 
 

 

 

Ballpoint:  Parker-compatible 98mm (élysée branded looks identical), eg Parker Quink Gel 

Spring:  17-25mm long (short works better if doesn’t want to retract), 4mm/0.16” OD. 

Same for all models (dummert and Staedtler eras) except Mini.  (photo by Martin Fisher) 

 

 
Mini Pen refill (107mm) 

 
 

Pencil mechanism:  Same for all models (dummert and Staedtler eras) except Streamline.   
Lead size 0.5 or 0.7mm (Streamline 0.5mm only).  (photos by Sherman Lee) 

 

 

 

 

Streamline 

 

Leads 
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FOUNTAIN PEN CARE 

Cleaning (with converter) 
1. Remove body from section. 
2. Discard any ink in converter by holding it over the sink (or ink bottle) and unscrewing converter. 
3. Hold nib under running cold water until it runs clear.  Let water flow up into section as you do so. 
4. If ink is dried inside:  Fill small jar with cold water and generous splash of ammonia.  Draw solution into 

converter and let nib soak in jar for no more than one hour (ammonia can dissolve gold plating). 
5. Hold nib under running cold water and draw water into and out of converter until it comes out clear. 
6. Dry with a paper towel.  Let it sit with cap off until dry before filling. 
(Do not use ultrasound.  It removes the plating and lacquer finish.) 

Inking (with cartridge) 

• A spare cartridge should be inserted into the body; it will help to hold the active cartridge in place. 

Inking (with converter) 

• General:   Screw in to draw ink in, out to expel ink.  Always hold by top of converter with one hand while 
operating the screw with the other hand; you do not want converter to spin in section (the black part holding 
the nib), and that connection between converter and section is delicate. 

• Have ready:  Ink bottle, paper towels, latex gloves, a small plate/pan on which to place the ink bottle. 
• Procedure: 

1. Remove body from section.  Watch base of feeder (back of nib) to be sure it’s not pumping ink out while 
unscrewing the body.  Remember, the connection between the converter and the section is delicate.   
Place the three pieces (cap, body, section with converter) on a clean paper towel. 

2. Put on latex gloves. 
3. Put ink bottle on plate/pan to protect countertop.  Open the bottle. 
4. Hold nib over ink bottle pointing upward at 45° so any air rises into nib.  Unscrew converter all the way (or 

until no bubbles emerge from section at the bottom of the feeder, back of the nib). 
5. Submerge nib and section up to black part (which you hold while writing) so that you don’t draw air in.  

Gently shake off any bubbles. 
6. Screw converter all the way in to draw ink in.  Remove from ink bottle. 
7. With nib pointing down, if you see a bubble of air at the top of the converter, then go back to step 4. 
8. Holding section by threads (not converter), gently wipe off nib and section, treating the converter-section 

joint as delicate. 
9. Cap and put away the ink bottle. 
10. Remove the latex gloves. 
11. Reinstall section into body (with gloves off so as to avoid getting ink from gloves onto the body). 
12. Clean nib and feeder (back of nib) gently but thoroughly with paper towel folded at least twice (to protect 

your fingers from the ink); don’t be afraid of wasting ink. 

Use 

• When you remove the cap, do not place it on the end of the body.  That eventually causes a ring on the body, 
and weakens the inner cap liner. 

• Fountain pens are meant to be used.  If you don’t plan to use a pen for a few weeks, clean it before putting it 
away.  For occasional-use pens, rollerball is a better choice. 

• In your pocket, purse, or storage place, when a pen is inked, keep the nib up if possible, or horizontal (for short 
periods like a day or two), but never pointing down. 

• If the pen doesn’t write or skips at first:  With nib pointing up, unscrew the converter slowly until you see ink 
just emerge from the section at the bottom of the nib.  Screw converter in a quarter turn to draw that excess ink 
back in.  Clean nib well with paper towel folded twice; don’t be afraid of wasting ink.  If that doesn’t work, clean 
it (see above).  If that still doesn’t work, the nib may need adjustment (tines too wide). 

• On airplanes, have a paper napkin ready to clean the nib and feeder before first use in case ink has flowed out 
due to low air pressure.  (Cheap fountain pens are not to be taken on airplanes.) 

• For cleaning the body, I like Sunshine jewelry polishing cloths (impregnated with micro-abrasives).  I use yellow 
for corrosion, and blue for periodic cleaning. 

  



 
 

 


